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SUBJECT: VISIT OF CONGRESSMAN DIGGS TO BURUNDI 
REF: STATE 273482 

1 . HAVING HEARD ON RADIO THAT ASSISTANT SECRETARY SCHAUFELE WOULD 
BE IN WASHINGTON THIS WEEKEND FOR CONSULTATION, I DO NOT KNOW 
WHETHER HE DECIDED TO TAKE ACTION ON REFTEL IN GENEVA WITH 
CONGRESSMAN DIGGS, OR WHETHER SUCH APPROACH IS YET TO COME. 

HOWEVER, I ASSUME THAT BUJUMBURA 0974 WILL CAST SOMEWHAT MODIFIED 
PERSPECTIVE ON THE HUTU-TUTSI ASPECTS OF THE NEW REGIME S 
TAKOVER. 

2. BECAUSE OF THIS, I WOULD HOPE THAT WE WOULD NOT GET CON- 
GRESSMAN DIGGS TOO CHARGED UP ON ETHNIC PROBLEMS. THEY ARE A 
MOST DELICATE SUBJECT FOR ANY BURUNDI LEADER, AND A FULL 

"CARDS ON THE TABLE" APPROACH WOULD PROBABLY BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE, 
ESPECIALLY SINCE THE NEW REGIME HAS DONE NOTHING SO FAR TO 
JUSTIFY ANY SUDDEN APPREHENSION OF ETHNIC ISSUES. OF COURSE, 

NAUNCED HINTS DURING THE CONGRESSMAN S TALKS HERE ABOUT BURUNDI'S 
NATIONAL UNITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR ALL CITIZENS, HUMAN RIGHTS, 

ETC, ALL DRAWING ON OUR OWN SOUL-SEARCHING ON RACIAL PROBLEMS 
IN THE U.S., WOULD BE QUITE NATURAL, BUT THESE ARE LINES THAT 
WE CAN DISCUSS ONCE HE IS IN BUJUMBURA. 
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3. THE FOREGOING IS OF COURSE NOT MEANT TO DISCOURAGE THE 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OR ANYONE ELSE FROM SPEAKING TO CONGRESSMAN 
DIGGS ABOUT THE DESIRABILITY OF HIS VISITING HERE. WE HAVE BEEN 
TOLD THAT AMBASSADORS WILL BE SEEING COLONEL BAGAZA INDIVIDUALLY 
FOR 15 MINUTES EACH IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS, AND I WOULD MENTION 
TO HIM THE POSSIBILITY OF CODEL DIGGS, AND THEIR DESIRE FOR 
HIGH LEVEL CONTACTS IN BURUNDI IF THE TRIP GOES THROUGH. 

MARK 
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